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The Philadelphia Negro
introduction
White supremacy dominates society after the civil war. W.E.B Du Bois recognized the challenges the black community faces. Bois used sociology and literature to expose the challenges the African American experiences on their daily encounters. In his study, Bois used the Seventh Ward of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to compressively examine their expertise. The blacks act invisible for them to fit into the white society. In the Twentieth century, being black is has a strange meaning, and the problem of color dominates society. According to Bois, the community full of discrimination and inequality became unbearable, he decided to inform his readers of the challenges black people experience. The book "The Philadelphia Negro" answers how it feels to be a black person in a society where white supremacy dominates. The issues of racism, housing, and voting rights were some of the Bois concerned in his writing to expose the black experiences.
Race
Du Bois passionately narrates how color prejudice affected the Negros in Philadelphia. For the Negros in Philadelphia, the widespread dislike for their blood kept them away from employment, from public conveniences, and even from some estates. They were barely recognized as men. For the Negro's the prejudice significantly contributed for the low standards of living. No matter how qualified and skillful a Negro may be, their employment ability was always limited. Even after the black men get employed to a lower ranged job, they could not work next to the whites, and their wages were also lower than the white labor's performing the same task. The white fought so hard to keep away from climbing a ladder to the top. The whites believed that at the bottom is where the black African Americans deserved to be.
Housing
Negroes stayed at segregated places, mainly at the back streets and alley, paying more house rents for worse houses than most whites pay. They spent an average of $49.68 per family every year. These houses were tiny and unhealthy. Earning less and paying more for rents ensured that the African Americans remained within their low living standards. You can imagine a situation where you earn less and spend more bills. It is like they work harder to gain from their employers, and later the employers take everything back indirectly.
Voting 
The Negros the voting right could be the only weapon they had to end the discrimination and earn their freedom at last. But under the peculiar conditions dominated the south, their dream to use the ballot as a weapon was just a nightmare because no fair trial of Negro voter could have been made. It was until 1682 in England that Pennsylvania's law agreed to and declared the Negros as qualified electors (p. 368). The provision was intended to partially freeing the Negros after fourteen years of service. The call of convention in 1776 was no restricted all everybody, whether white or black, above twenty-one years and above, and have resided in the state for more than one year was given the freedom to vote. Another convention in 1790 was unrestricted, and the Negros participated, and the provision in the convention articles granted Negroes freedom to participate in voting. Giving the Negroes the right to vote created tension and pressure. The white opposed these provision, and increased hatred created controversy. In 1837, a case at the Supreme court as a free Negro was denied the right to vote.
Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The struggle for a free society at the state never ended. The African Americans are still experiencing discrimination based on race and color. Achieving political ambition in a society dominated by whites as a black man is still a nightmare. This shows how African Americans are yet to reach their democratic rights of voting as a free men.
